
CharacTours Audition Sides 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: 

- All submissions MUST include both sides included in this packet: 
o ELLA FITZGERALD & ADAM CLAYTON POWELL JR.  

- Upload video as an unlisted video to either Vimeo or YouTube.   
- Email submissions to phil@thebibleplayers.com  

o Include headshot and resume 
 

AUDITION SIDE 1 
 

ELLA FITZGERALD 
 

“It don’t mean a thang if it ain’t got that swing, do wop do wop do wop do wop do wop 
do wop do aaaaah! Ya’ll got that Harlem swing? Lemme see. Snap with me. (She 
snaps and sings “It Don’t Mean A Thing . . .”) Okay. Okay. Ya’ll might have a little 
somethin’. But it’s 1957 and swing is out, be-bop has bounced, and scat had to scat. 
These days it’s all about soul.  
 
The name is Ella Fitzgerald, but some people like to call me the Queen of Jazz. Jazz 
vocals, that is. I don’t play instruments. My voice is all the instrument I need. Ya like 
Jazz music? Good, well I liked your snapping! When I was a young thang, I’d sing up 
and down these streets of Harlem and now my voice has taken me all over the world.”   
 

 

AUDITION SIDE 2 
 

ADAM CLAYTON POWELL JR. 
 

“I see a gathering of people and I get ready to preach. Ha! Look I won’t take too much 
of your time, but I want to ensure that you know about our bus boycott. It’s 1941 and 
we must stand up and demand equal opportunities for our community. Oh, first, let me 
introduce myself: I’m Adam Clayton Powell Jr., pastor of Abyssinian Baptist just a few 
blocks up. And you may also have heard of me due to the picket line I organized a 
couple years ago down at the World’s Fair offices. We got more colored people 
employed down there than ever before. 
  
Now we must come together here in Harlem to get Fifth Avenue Coach and New York 
City Omnibus to hire colored drivers. The Transit Workers Union is not here for us, and 
we shouldn’t be surprised. We’ve seen this before, but it’s 1941. It’s high time for us to 
stop expecting anything to be handed over to people like us; we must unite. Solidarity 
is key. Division will break us, but I need – no, WE need you to say you will join this 
movement.” 


